Sudden heart failure due to a ruptured posterior Valsalva sinus aneurysm into the right atrium: feasibility of catheter closure using the Amplatzer duct occluder.
Valsalva sinus aneurysms are usually congenital and relatively rare and tend to be more frequent in adults. Rupture of these aneurysms can result in sudden death or in an abrupt and rapid progressive heart failure. Surgical repair is the traditional treatment of choice. We report the case of a 48-year-old female with a ruptured posterior non-coronary Valsalva sinus aneurysm, resulting in an anomalous aorto-right atrial fistula. Successful percutaneous catheter closure of the massive left-to-right shunt by using the Amplatzer duct occluder is presented.